
You Can Teach Yourself to Compose Music
Composing music is a rewarding and fulfilling skill that can be learned by
anyone with the right mindset and willingness to practice. There are many
different approaches to learning music composition, and the best method
for you will depend on your individual learning style and goals. In this
article, we'll explore some of the different ways you can teach yourself to
compose music, and we'll provide some tips and resources to help you get
started.
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Getting Started

The first step to learning how to compose music is to get a basic
understanding of music theory. This will give you the tools you need to
understand how music is structured and how to create your own musical
compositions. There are many different ways to learn music theory,
including online courses, books, and private lessons. Once you have a
basic understanding of music theory, you can start practicing composing
your own music.
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One of the best ways to learn how to compose music is to start by imitating
the music you like. Choose a piece of music that you enjoy and try to
recreate it on your own. This will help you to learn the techniques and
styles that are used in the music you like, and it will also help you to
develop your own unique voice as a composer.

As you practice composing music, it's important to get feedback from other
musicians. This will help you to identify areas where you can improve your
compositions and to learn from the experience of others. You can get
feedback from friends, family members, music teachers, or online
communities of musicians.

Different Approaches to Learning Music Composition

There are many different approaches to learning music composition, and
the best method for you will depend on your individual learning style and
goals. Some of the most popular methods include:

Online courses: There are many online courses that can teach you
the basics of music composition. These courses can be a great option
for beginners who want to learn at their own pace and on their own
schedule.

Books: There are also many books that can teach you about music
composition. Books can be a great option for people who want to learn
in a structured way and at their own pace.

Private lessons: Private lessons can be a great way to learn music
composition from a qualified instructor. Private lessons can be
customized to meet your individual needs and goals.



Workshops and masterclasses: Workshops and masterclasses can
be a great way to learn from experienced composers and to get
feedback on your own work.

No matter which method you choose, the most important thing is to be
consistent with your practice. The more you practice, the better you will
become at composing music.

Tips for Teaching Yourself Music Composition

Start small: Don't try to write a symphony on your first day. Start with
simple pieces and gradually work your way up to more complex
compositions.

Imitate the music you like: One of the best ways to learn how to
compose music is to imitate the music you like. Choose a piece of
music that you enjoy and try to recreate it on your own.

Get feedback: It's important to get feedback from other musicians as
you practice composing music. This will help you to identify areas
where you can improve your compositions and to learn from the
experience of others.

Be patient: Learning how to compose music takes time and practice.
Don't get discouraged if you don't see results immediately. Just keep
practicing and you will eventually reach your goals.

Resources for Learning Music Composition

Online courses:

Coursera Music Composition Specialization



edX Composing Music

Udemy Music Composition

Books:

The Complete Idiot's Guide to Music Composition by Michael
Miller

Music Composition for Dummies by Holly Day

The Craft of Musical Composition by Paul Hindemith

Private lessons: You can find private music composition lessons from
qualified instructors online and in your local area.

Workshops and masterclasses: Workshops and masterclasses are
often offered by music schools, conservatories, and online platforms.

Composing music is a rewarding and fulfilling skill that can be learned by
anyone with the right mindset and willingness to practice. There are many
different approaches to learning music composition, and the best method
for you will depend on your individual learning style and goals. By following
the tips and resources in this article, you can teach yourself to compose
music and create your own unique musical compositions.
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