
The Process of Capitalist Production as a
Whole
##

The process of capitalist production is a complex and multifaceted one. It
involves the production of commodities, the circulation of capital, and the
distribution of surplus value. In this article, we will explore the different
stages of the capitalist production process and how they interact with each
other.
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The production of commodities is the first stage of the capitalist production
process. In this stage, raw materials are transformed into finished products.
This process is carried out by workers who use tools and machinery to
create value.

The value of a commodity is determined by the amount of socially
necessary labor time that is required to produce it. This means that the
value of a commodity is not determined by its usefulness or its desirability,
but rather by the amount of labor that is required to produce it.

### **The Circulation of Capital**

Once commodities have been produced, they must be circulated in order to
realize their value. This process involves the sale of commodities on the
market. When commodities are sold, their value is realized in the form of
money.

The circulation of capital is a crucial stage of the capitalist production
process. It is through the circulation of capital that surplus value is realized.
Surplus value is the difference between the value of the commodities
produced and the cost of producing those commodities.

### **The Distribution of Surplus Value**

Once surplus value has been realized, it must be distributed to the different
classes of society. This process involves the payment of wages to workers,
the payment of interest to capitalists, and the payment of rent to landlords.

The distribution of surplus value is a key factor in determining the level of
inequality in a society. In capitalist societies, the distribution of surplus



value is typically skewed in favor of the wealthy. This is because the
wealthy own the majority of the capital, and therefore they receive the
majority of the surplus value.

### **The Interrelationship of the Stages of the Capitalist Production
Process**

The three stages of the capitalist production process—the production of
commodities, the circulation of capital, and the distribution of surplus value
—are closely interrelated. Each stage depends on the other two stages in
order to function properly.

For example, the production of commodities depends on the circulation of
capital. This is because workers need to be paid wages in order to survive,
and these wages are paid out of the proceeds from the sale of
commodities.

Similarly, the circulation of capital depends on the production of
commodities. This is because there can be no circulation of capital without
commodities to circulate.

Finally, the distribution of surplus value depends on both the production of
commodities and the circulation of capital. This is because surplus value is
created through the production of commodities, and it is realized through
the circulation of capital.

### **The Crisis of Capitalist Production**

The capitalist production process is not without its problems. One of the
most serious problems is the crisis of capitalist production. This crisis



occurs when there is a overproduction of commodities. When this happens,
the prices of commodities fall, and profits decline. This can lead to a
recession or even a depression.

The crisis of capitalist production is a recurring problem. It has occurred
many times throughout history, and it is likely to occur again in the future.

### **Alternatives to Capitalist Production**

There are many alternatives to capitalist production. Some of these
alternatives include socialism, communism, and anarchism. These
alternatives offer different ways of organizing the economy and distributing
resources.

It is important to note that there is no one-size-fits-all solution to the
problems of capitalist production. The best alternative for a particular
society will depend on its specific circumstances.
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The process of capitalist production is a complex and multifaceted one. It
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the prices of commodities fall, and profits decline. This can lead to a
recession or even a depression.
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