
The Life and Legacy of Xerxes I: The
Achaemenid Persian Empire's Most Notorious
Ruler
Xerxes I, also known as Xerxes the Great, was the fourth king of the
Achaemenid Persian Empire, ruling from 486 to 465 BCE. He is best
known for his failed invasion of Greece in 480 BCE and for his ambitious
building projects, including the construction of the Persepolis palace
complex.
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Xerxes was born in 519 BCE to King Darius I and Queen Atossa. He was
the eldest son of Darius and was groomed from an early age to succeed
his father to the throne. Xerxes received a traditional Persian education,
which included training in horsemanship, archery, and hunting. He was also
taught the principles of Zoroastrianism, the official religion of the Persian
Empire.
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In 486 BCE, Darius I died and Xerxes ascended to the throne. He inherited
a vast empire that stretched from the Indus River in the east to the Aegean
Sea in the west. Xerxes was a skilled military commander and he quickly
set out to expand the empire's borders. In 480 BCE, he launched an
invasion of Greece with a massive army of over 200,000 soldiers.

The Persian invasion of Greece was a major turning point in the history of
both countries. The Persians were initially successful in their campaign and
they captured the city of Athens. However, the Athenians were able to
defeat the Persians at the Battle of Marathon in 490 BCE. The victory at
Marathon marked the beginning of the end of the Persian invasion of
Greece.

After the failure of his invasion of Greece, Xerxes turned his attention to the
construction of the Persepolis palace complex. Persepolis was intended to
be a new capital city for the Persian Empire and it was built on a grand
scale. The palace complex included a series of palaces, audience halls,
and gardens. It was also decorated with elaborate sculptures and reliefs
depicting scenes from Persian history and mythology.

Xerxes' reign was also marked by religious persecution. He was a devout
Zoroastrian and he attempted to impose Zoroastrianism on the conquered
peoples of the empire. This led to a number of revolts, which Xerxes was
able to suppress with great difficulty.

Xerxes was assassinated in 465 BCE by his own courtiers. He was
succeeded by his son, Artaxerxes I. Artaxerxes was a weak ruler and the
Persian Empire began to decline after his death. However, the legacy of



Xerxes lived on. He is remembered as one of the most ambitious and
powerful rulers of the Achaemenid Persian Empire.

## Xerxes' Invasion of Greece

Xerxes' invasion of Greece was one of the most significant events in
ancient history. The invasion was a massive undertaking and it involved
over 200,000 soldiers. The Persians were initially successful in their
campaign and they captured the city of Athens. However, the Athenians
were able to defeat the Persians at the Battle of Marathon in 490 BCE. The
victory at Marathon marked the beginning of the end of the Persian
invasion of Greece.

Xerxes' invasion of Greece was motivated by a number of factors. First,
Xerxes was determined to avenge the defeat of his father, Darius I, at the
Battle of Marathon. Second, Xerxes believed that the conquest of Greece
would bring him great glory and prestige. Third, Xerxes was convinced that
the Greeks were a threat to the Persian Empire. He feared that the Greeks
would eventually invade Persia and overthrow the Achaemenid dynasty.

The Persian invasion of Greece was a major turning point in the history of
both countries. The invasion led to the development of new military
strategies and tactics. It also led to the rise of the Greek city-states and the
eventual decline of the Persian Empire.

## The Persepolis Palace Complex

The Persepolis palace complex is one of the most impressive
archaeological sites in the world. The palace complex was built by Xerxes I
and it was intended to be a new capital city for the Persian Empire. The



palace complex includes a series of palaces, audience halls, and gardens.
It was also decorated with elaborate sculptures and reliefs depicting scenes
from Persian history and mythology.

The Persepolis palace complex was built on a grand scale. The main
palace, known as the Apadana, is over 200 feet square. The Apadana was
used for official ceremonies and it could accommodate over 10,000 people.
The other palaces in the complex were used for different purposes, such as
housing the royal family and entertaining guests.

The Persepolis palace complex was decorated with elaborate sculptures
and reliefs. The sculptures depict scenes from Persian history and
mythology. The reliefs show the Persian king as a powerful and benevolent
ruler. They also show the Persian people as a proud and prosperous
nation.

The Persepolis palace complex was abandoned in 330 BCE after
Alexander the Great invaded Persia. Alexander burned the palace complex
to the ground and it was never rebuilt. However, the ruins of the palace
complex still stand today and they are a testament to the power and glory
of the Achaemenid Persian Empire.

## The Legacy of Xerxes I

Xerxes I is remembered as one of the most ambitious and powerful rulers
of the Achaemenid Persian Empire. He is best known for his failed invasion
of Greece and for his ambitious building projects, including the construction
of the Persepolis palace complex. Xerxes' legacy is a mixed one. He is
remembered for his military conquests and his architectural achievements.



However, he is also remembered for his religious persecution and for his
failure to conquer Greece.

Xerxes' invasion of Greece had a major impact on the history of both
countries. The invasion led to the development of new military strategies
and tactics. It also led to the rise of the Greek city-states and the eventual
decline of the Persian Empire.

The Persepolis palace complex is one of the most impressive
archaeological sites in the world. The palace complex is a testament to the
power and glory of the Achaemenid Persian Empire. Xerxes' legacy lives
on through the ruins of the Persepolis palace complex.
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