
The Itinerary Through Wales and the
Description of Wales: An Exploration of
Medieval Travel and Topography
In the annals of medieval travel and topography, two significant works
stand out: Gerald of Wales' Itinerary Through Wales and Description of
Wales. Completed in the late 12th century, these writings offer a
comprehensive glimpse into the landscapes, people, and history of Wales
during a tumultuous period.
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Gerald of Wales: The Author and His Time

Gerald of Wales (c. 1146-1223) was a Welsh archdeacon, historian, and
cartographer. Born in Pembrokeshire, he received an education in both
Wales and England, eventually earning a doctorate from the University of
Oxford.
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Gerald lived during a pivotal time in Welsh history. Wales was divided into a
patchwork of independent kingdoms, constantly at odds with each other
and with the encroaching Norman presence. In 1188, King Henry II of
England launched a major invasion that resulted in the conquest of much of
Wales.

The Itinerary Through Wales

In 1188, Gerald accompanied Baldwin of Canterbury, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, on a tour of Wales. The purpose of the tour was to promote the
authority of the Catholic Church and to encourage the Welsh to abandon
their own religious practices.

During the journey, Gerald kept a detailed account of his experiences,
observations, and geographical descriptions. The resulting work, known as
the Itinerary Through Wales, is a fascinating chronicle of medieval travel
and provides valuable insights into the state of Wales at the time.

The Description of Wales

Shortly after the Itinerary Through Wales, Gerald began work on a more
comprehensive account of his travels and observations. Completed around
1194, the Description of Wales is a comprehensive geographical and
historical treatise that covers all aspects of Welsh life.

The Description of Wales is divided into two books. Book I provides a
detailed description of the topography, natural resources, and people of
Wales. Book II focuses on the history of Wales, from its legendary origins to
the Norman conquest.



Key Themes and Significance

Travel and Topography: Gerald's works are invaluable sources of
information for medieval travel and topography. They provide detailed
descriptions of Welsh landscapes, settlements, and trade routes, offering a
glimpse into the geographical and physical aspects of the country.

Historical Accounts: Gerald's writings offer a unique perspective on
Welsh history. His detailed accounts of events, personalities, and political
alliances shed light on the complex dynamics of medieval Wales.

Cultural Observations: Gerald was a keen observer of Welsh culture and
society. His works provide insights into the customs, beliefs, and practices
of the Welsh people, revealing their daily lives and interactions with the
natural world.

The Welsh Landscape

Throughout his works, Gerald vividly describes the natural beauty and
diversity of the Welsh landscape. He marvelled at the rugged mountains,
cascading waterfalls, and verdant valleys.

Gerald's descriptions of the flora and fauna of Wales are also noteworthy.
He observed the presence of rare and unique species, including wolves,
falcons, and even a white stag.

The Welsh People

Gerald's writings provide a glimpse into the daily lives of the Welsh people.
He described their customs, their food, and their clothing. He also



commented on their religious practices and their political affiliations.

Gerald's observations of Welsh society were often tinged with bias. He
criticized the Welsh for their perceived lack of religious devotion and their
adherence to traditional customs. However, his writings also reveal a deep
fascination with the Welsh people and their unique culture.

Legacy and Impact

Gerald of Wales' Itinerary Through Wales and Description of Wales have
left a lasting legacy on the study of medieval Wales. They are essential
reading for historians, geographers, and anyone interested in the cultural
heritage of Wales.

Gerald's works have also inspired countless literary and artistic creations.
His vivid descriptions of the Welsh landscape and people have been
depicted in paintings, poems, and novels throughout the centuries.

The Itinerary Through Wales and the Description of Wales by Gerald of
Wales are invaluable sources of information for medieval travel,
topography, and Welsh history. Through his detailed observations and lively
descriptions, Gerald provides a unique window into the landscapes,
cultures, and conflicts of a fascinating period in time.

Whether explored for their historical significance, their literary value, or their
insights into the natural wonders of Wales, Gerald's writings continue to
captivate readers and scholars alike, illuminating the intricate tapestry of
medieval life in a compelling and enduring way.
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Later Political Writings: A Window into the
Evolution of Political Thought
Political thought, like the ever-changing tapestry of human history, has
undergone a continuous process of evolution, with each era contributing
its...

The Essential Guide to Family School
Partnerships: Building a Strong Foundation for
Student Success
: The Importance of Family School Partnerships Family school
partnerships are essential for student success. When schools and
families work...
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