
Pyrrhus the Great: A Historical Biography by
Jacob Abbott
Pyrrhus the Great was a king of Epirus in northwestern Greece who fought
against the Romans in the Pyrrhic War. He was known for his military skill
and his innovative use of elephants in warfare. This article provides a
detailed biography of Pyrrhus, including his early life, his military
campaigns, and his eventual defeat by the Romans.
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Early Life

Pyrrhus was born in 319 BC in the city of Epirus. His father, Aeacides, was
the king of Epirus, and his mother, Phthia, was the daughter of the king of
Thessaly. Pyrrhus was a sickly child, but he grew up to be a strong and
athletic young man. He was educated by the philosopher Lysimachus, who
taught him about military strategy and the art of war.

Military Campaigns
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Pyrrhus began his military career in 302 BC, when he joined his father in a
campaign against the Molossians, a neighboring tribe. Pyrrhus
distinguished himself in battle, and he soon became one of his father's
most trusted generals. In 297 BC, Aeacides was assassinated, and Pyrrhus
became king of Epirus.

Pyrrhus's first major military campaign was against the Macedonians, who
had invaded Epirus. Pyrrhus defeated the Macedonians in a series of
battles, and he eventually forced them to withdraw from Epirus. In 280 BC,
Pyrrhus was invited by the Tarentines, a Greek city in southern Italy, to help
them fight against the Romans. Pyrrhus agreed, and he crossed the
Adriatic Sea with an army of 25,000 men and 20 elephants.

Pyrrhus won a number of victories against the Romans, but his victories
came at a high cost. In the Battle of Heraclea, Pyrrhus lost 15,000 men,
and in the Battle of Asculum, he lost another 6,000 men. Pyrrhus's victories
also weakened the Romans, and they were forced to sue for peace.
However, Pyrrhus refused to grant the Romans peace, and he continued to
fight against them.

In 275 BC, Pyrrhus invaded Sicily, where he fought against the
Carthaginians. Pyrrhus won a number of victories against the
Carthaginians, but he was eventually defeated by the Carthaginian general
Hamilcar Barca. Pyrrhus returned to Italy in 274 BC, and he continued to
fight against the Romans. However, Pyrrhus was defeated by the Romans
in the Battle of Beneventum in 275 BC. Pyrrhus was forced to withdraw
from Italy, and he returned to Epirus.

Death



Pyrrhus was assassinated in 272 BC by a group of Macedonian soldiers.
He was 46 years old.

Legacy

Pyrrhus was one of the greatest military commanders of his time. He was
known for his courage, his skill in battle, and his innovative use of
elephants in warfare. Pyrrhus's victories against the Romans were some of
the most impressive military victories in history. However, Pyrrhus's
victories came at a high cost, and he was eventually defeated by the
Romans.

Pyrrhus's legacy is mixed. He is remembered as a great military
commander, but he is also remembered for his ambition and his
recklessness. Pyrrhus's victories against the Romans were some of the
most impressive military victories in history, but his defeats were also some
of the most costly. Pyrrhus is a reminder that even the greatest generals
can be defeated.

Image Gallery



Pyrrhus and the Romans at the Battle of Heraclea
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