
Myth, Propaganda, and Reality: Environmental
Humanities in the Age of the Anthropocene

In the era of the Anthropocene, where human activities are the primary
drivers of global environmental change, the field of environmental
humanities has emerged as a critical interdisciplinary domain. This field
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seeks to explore the complex intersections of human culture, society, and
the environment, recognizing that our understanding of environmental
issues is shaped by a myriad of perspectives and narratives. Among these
narratives, myth and propaganda often play significant roles, both in
perpetuating misconceptions and in inspiring collective action.
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Myth and the Environment

Myths, as narratives embedded in cultural traditions, can provide insights
into how societies have traditionally perceived and interacted with the
environment. These stories often reflect the beliefs, fears, and aspirations
of a particular culture, shaping their environmental values and behaviors.
However, myths can also be problematic when they perpetuate inaccurate
or harmful ideas about the natural world.

For example, the persistent myth of the "pristine wilderness" suggests that
untouched ecosystems are inherently superior to those influenced by
human activity. This myth ignores the complex interactions between
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humans and the environment, and can lead to the devaluation of modified
landscapes, such as agricultural areas or urban environments.

Propaganda and Environmentalism

Propaganda, on the other hand, is deliberately designed to influence public
opinion and shape collective action. In the context of environmentalism,
propaganda can be used to raise awareness, inspire support, or promote
specific policies. However, propaganda can also be used to manipulate
public perception, spread misinformation, or advance vested interests.

One infamous example of environmental propaganda is the "Crying Indian"
public service announcement, which depicted a Native American man
shedding tears over the pollution of his land. While the image was powerful
and emotive, it simplified a complex issue and perpetuated stereotypes
about Native American environmentalism.

Reality and Environmental Humanities

In the face of myth and propaganda, environmental humanities strives to
engage with the complexities of the real world. This involves examining the
historical, cultural, and social factors that shape our understanding of the
environment, and critically evaluating the narratives that influence our
environmental decisions.

Environmental humanities scholars draw on a wide range of disciplines,
including history, literature, anthropology, and sociology, to provide
nuanced and interdisciplinary perspectives on environmental issues. By
combining rigorous research with critical thinking, they seek to challenge
myths, unravel propaganda, and uncover the reality of our relationship with
the natural world.



Case Study: Climate Change Narratives

Climate change, one of the most pressing environmental issues of our time,
provides a compelling case study of the interplay between myth,
propaganda, and reality. The scientific consensus on climate change is
overwhelming, yet there are persistent myths and propaganda that attempt
to undermine its significance.

For example, the myth that climate change is a "natural phenomenon"
ignores the overwhelming evidence of human influence. Similarly, the
propaganda campaign funded by fossil fuel companies has sought to sow
doubt and delay action on climate change.

In response to these myths and propaganda, environmental humanities
scholars have played a vital role in communicating the scientific reality of
climate change and highlighting the urgent need for collective action. They
have examined the historical, cultural, and political dimensions of climate
change, and worked to develop more inclusive and just narratives that
inspire hope and mobilize change.

Myth and propaganda can be potent forces in shaping our understanding of
environmental issues, but they can also hinder progress toward
sustainability and justice. Environmental humanities provides a critical lens
through which we can examine these narratives, challenge misconceptions,
and uncover the reality of our relationship with the natural world. By
engaging with the complexities of myth, propaganda, and reality,
environmental humanities empowers us to make informed decisions and
work collectively toward a more sustainable and equitable future.
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