My Grandmother, the Wasp, and Arlington
National Cemetery: A Legacy of Resilience
and Remembrance

My grandmother, a woman of unwavering spirit and unwavering love, left

an enduring legacy that intertwined the delicate beauty of nature, the
profound reverence for our nation's fallen heroes, and the indomitable bond
between generations.
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Growing up in a modest farmhouse nestled amidst rolling hills,
Grandmother cultivated a deep appreciation for the natural world. Her keen
eye detected the subtlest of details, from the intricate patterns of a
butterfly's wings to the gentle sway of a flower in the breeze. And among
the countless creatures that graced her garden, she harbored a particular
fondness for wasps.

While many feared these winged insects, Grandmother saw their
industrious nature and resilience. She admired their unwavering
determination to build their intricate nests, their tireless foraging for
sustenance, and their fearless defense of their territory. In the wasps, she
found a kindred spirit, a reflection of her own unwavering spirit and tireless
devotion to family.

As a young woman, Grandmother traded the tranquility of her rural home
for the bustling streets of Washington, D.C. There, she met my grandfather,
a soldier whose valor had been tested on the battlefields of World War I1.
Together, they built a life filled with love, laughter, and an unwavering
commitment to their country.
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When Grandfather passed away, Grandmother found solace in the
hallowed grounds of Arlington National Cemetery. She would often visit his
grave, paying her respects to the man she loved and the countless others
who had made the ultimate sacrifice for their nation. Amidst the rows of
white headstones, she found a sense of peace and a renewed appreciation
for the fragility of life.

One sunny afternoon, as Grandmother stood at Grandfather's grave, a
single wasp alighted upon her finger. She gazed at the delicate creature
with a mixture of awe and tenderness. In that moment, she realized that the
wasp was not just an insect but a symbol of resilience and remembrance.
Just as the wasp defied its small size to build its nest and defend its young,
Grandmother had overcome countless obstacles throughout her life with
unwavering resolve. And just as the wasp visited Grandfather's grave,
Grandmother found comfort in honoring the memory of those who had
gone before her.,

From that day forward, the wasp became a cherished companion to
Grandmother. She would often sit in her garden, surrounded by her
beloved flowers, with the wasp perched contentedly on her shoulder.
Together, they shared countless hours, the wasp a constant reminder of the
resilience she had inherited from her ancestors and the unwavering bond
that connected her to her beloved husband.

As the years passed, Grandmother's health began to decline. Yet, even as
her body grew weaker, her spirit remained unyielding. She continued to
visit Arlington National Cemetery, her steps slower but her determination
unwavering. The wasps, too, remained faithful companions, accompanying
her on her visits and providing a sense of comfort and familiarity.



One autumn afternoon, as Grandmother lay on her deathbed, a single
wasp flew into her room. It circled her head gently, as if bidding her
farewell. In that moment, Grandmother smiled, a sense of peace washing
over her. She knew that the wasp was a symbol of her enduring legacy, a
reminder of the resilient spirit she had passed on to her children and
grandchildren.

When Grandmother passed away, she was laid to rest beside Grandfather
in Arlington National Cemetery. And just as she had visited his grave
countless times before, wasps continued to visit her own, a testament to
the enduring bond that connected her to both her family and her beloved
country.

Today, as | visit Grandmother's grave, | am filled with a sense of awe and
gratitude. | am grateful for her unwavering spirit, her deep love of nature,
and her unwavering commitment to her family and her country. And | am
grateful for the legacy she left behind, a legacy embodied by the delicate
beauty of a wasp and the profound reverence for Arlington National
Cemetery.

For in the delicate balance of nature and the hallowed grounds of our
nation's most sacred burial ground, | find a reminder of the resilience,
remembrance, and unwavering love that define my grandmother's legacy —
a legacy that continues to inspire me and countless others to this day.
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