
Life On The Victorian Stage: A Tapestry of
Theatrical Gossip
The Victorian era was a golden age for the theater. With the rise of the
middle class and the expansion of the railway network, more and more
people were able to afford to attend live performances. This led to a boom
in theater construction, and by the end of the century, there were over 200
theaters in London alone.
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The Victorian stage was a world of glamour and intrigue. Actors and
actresses were celebrities, and their every move was followed by the press.
The newspapers were filled with gossip about their love lives, their feuds,
and their financial troubles. This gossip was eagerly consumed by the
public, who were fascinated by the lives of these larger-than-life figures.
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One of the most popular sources of theatrical gossip was the Era, a weekly
newspaper founded in 1837. The Era was full of juicy tidbits about the
latest plays, the stars of the stage, and the behind-the-scenes scandals. It
was essential reading for anyone who wanted to keep up with the latest
theatrical news.

Another popular source of gossip was the Green Room Book, a collection
of theatrical anecdotes and gossip published annually. The Green Room
Book was a treasure trove of information for theater buffs, and it was
eagerly anticipated by its readers each year.

Theatrical gossip was not always harmless fun. In some cases, it could be
used to damage the reputation of an actor or actress. For example, in
1857, the actress Adelaide Neilson was accused of having an affair with the
Prince of Wales. The scandal was widely reported in the press, and it
nearly ruined Neilson's career.

Despite the occasional scandal, theatrical gossip was an essential part of
the Victorian theater scene. It provided the public with a glimpse into the
lives of their favorite stars, and it helped to create a sense of community
among theatergoers. Without theatrical gossip, the Victorian stage would
have been a much duller place.

Theatrical Personalities

The Victorian stage was home to a wide range of colorful personalities.
Here are a few of the most famous and notorious.

Henry Irving: Irving was one of the most celebrated actors of the
Victorian era. He was known for his powerful stage presence and his



ability to create complex and nuanced characters. Irving was also a
successful theater manager, and he ran the Lyceum Theatre in London
for over 20 years.

Ellen Terry: Terry was one of the most beautiful and talented
actresses of her generation. She was known for her luminous stage
presence and her ability to play a wide range of roles, from
Shakespearean heroines to modern comediennes. Terry had a long
and successful career on the stage, and she was one of the most
popular actresses of the Victorian era.

Sarah Bernhardt: Bernhardt was a French actress who was known for
her extraordinary stage presence and her ability to create larger-than-
life characters. She was one of the most famous actresses of her time,
and she toured the world to great acclaim. Bernhardt was also a
successful playwright and director, and she was a pioneer in the use of
new theatrical techniques.

Oscar Wilde: Wilde was a playwright, poet, and novelist who is best
known for his witty and satirical plays. Wilde's plays were often
controversial, but they were also highly successful. Wilde was one of
the most celebrated figures of the Victorian era, and he was a close
friend of many of the leading actors and actresses of the day.

Theatrical Scandals

The Victorian stage was no stranger to scandal. Here are a few of the most
notorious scandals that rocked the theater world.

The Adelphi Riots: In 1833, a riot broke out at the Adelphi Theatre in
London after the management refused to allow a group of audience
members to enter the theater. The rioters stormed the theater and



caused extensive damage. The Adelphi Riots were one of the most
serious outbreaks of violence in Victorian London.

The Tichborne Case: In 1871, a man named Arthur Orton claimed to
be Sir Roger Tichborne, a wealthy baronet who had disappeared at
sea in 1854. Orton's claim was supported by a number of witnesses,
and he was eventually granted the Tichborne baronetcy. However, in
1874, Orton was charged with perjury. He was found guilty and
sentenced to 14 years in prison. The Tichborne Case was one of the
most sensational trials of the Victorian era, and it captivated the public
for years.

The Oscar Wilde Trials: In 1895, Oscar Wilde was charged with gross
indecency after he had been caught in a compromising position with
Lord Alfred Douglas. Wilde was found guilty and sentenced to two
years in prison. The Oscar Wilde trials were a major scandal that
shocked Victorian society. Wilde was one of the most famous and
celebrated figures of his time, and his imprisonment was a major blow
to his career.

The Legacy of the Victorian Stage

The Victorian stage was a golden age for theater. It was a time of great
creativity and innovation, and it produced some of the most famous and
talented actors and actresses of all time. The Victorian stage also left a
lasting legacy on the world of theater. Many of the theatrical conventions
that we take for granted today were developed during the Victorian era. For
example, the use of gas lighting, the of the box set, and the development of
the modern stage manager all date back to the Victorian era.



The Victorian stage was a unique and fascinating world. It was a world of
glamour and intrigue, of scandal and triumph. It was a world that has left a
lasting legacy on the theater world. Today, we can still enjoy the plays of
Oscar Wilde, the performances of Ellen Terry, and the legacy of Henry
Irving. The Victorian stage is a reminder of a time when theater was truly
the king of entertainment.
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Ellen Terry as Ophelia
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Oscar Wilde
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