
How to Become a Pilot in the United States: A
Comprehensive Guide
Becoming a pilot in the United States is a rewarding and challenging career
path. Whether you dream of flying commercial airliners, private jets, or
helicopters, this guide will provide you with all the information you need to
get started.
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Step 1: Get a Private Pilot License (PPL)

The first step to becoming a pilot is to obtain a Private Pilot License (PPL).
This license allows you to fly single-engine airplanes for personal or
recreational purposes.

To get a PPL, you must be at least 17 years old and have a valid medical
certificate. You will also need to complete a minimum of 40 hours of flight
training, which includes:
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20 hours of dual instruction with a certified flight instructor

10 hours of solo flight

5 hours of cross-country flight

Once you have completed your flight training, you will need to pass a
written exam and a practical flight test. The written exam covers topics
such as aerodynamics, meteorology, and navigation. The practical flight
test evaluates your ability to fly an airplane safely.

Step 2: Get a Commercial Pilot License (CPL)

Once you have a PPL, you can apply for a Commercial Pilot License
(CPL). This license allows you to fly airplanes for hire, such as for charter
flights or flight instruction.

To get a CPL, you must be at least 18 years old and have a valid PPL. You
will also need to complete a minimum of 250 hours of flight time, which
includes:

50 hours of cross-country flight

10 hours of night flight

15 hours of instrument flight

Once you have completed your flight training, you will need to pass a
written exam and a practical flight test. The written exam covers topics
such as commercial aviation regulations, weather forecasting, and
advanced navigation. The practical flight test evaluates your ability to fly an
airplane safely under commercial operating conditions.



Step 3: Get an Airline Transport Pilot License (ATPL)

An Airline Transport Pilot License (ATPL) is the highest level of pilot
certification in the United States. This license allows you to fly large
commercial airliners.

To get an ATPL, you must be at least 23 years old and have a valid CPL.
You will also need to complete a minimum of 1,500 hours of flight time,
which includes:

500 hours of cross-country flight

100 hours of night flight

50 hours of instrument flight

Once you have completed your flight training, you will need to pass a
written exam and a practical flight test. The written exam covers topics
such as advanced aerodynamics, meteorology, and navigation. The
practical flight test evaluates your ability to fly an airplane safely under
airline operating conditions.

Other Requirements

In addition to the flight training and licenses required to become a pilot,
there are a few other requirements that you must meet:

Medical certificate: You will need to obtain a medical certificate from
a certified aviation medical examiner. The medical certificate must be
valid for the type of flying that you will be ng.

Background check: You will need to pass a background check
conducted by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). The



background check will verify your identity, criminal history, and any
other disqualifying information.

Language proficiency: If you are not a native English speaker, you
will need to demonstrate proficiency in English before you can be
issued a pilot's license.

Career Outlook

The job outlook for pilots is expected to be good over the next decade. The
FAA projects that the number of airline pilots will increase by 13% between
2020 and 2030. This growth is due to the increasing demand for air travel
and the retirement of a large number of baby boomer pilots.

The median annual salary for airline pilots is $132,720. However, salaries
can vary depending on the airline, experience, and seniority level.

Becoming a pilot is a rewarding and challenging career path. If you have a
passion for flying and meet the requirements, this guide will help you get
started on your journey.
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