
Hal Leonard Guitar Method Second Edition:
Comprehensive Review and Guide for
Guitarists
The Hal Leonard Guitar Method Second Edition is a comprehensive and
widely-used guide for guitarists of all levels. It is designed to provide a
structured and thorough approach to learning the guitar, covering a wide
range of techniques, chords, scales, and musical styles. This article aims to
provide an in-depth review of the Hal Leonard Guitar Method Second
Edition, highlighting its key features, strengths, and weaknesses. We will
also explore how it compares to other popular guitar methods and offer
valuable insights to help you decide if it is the right choice for your guitar
learning journey.
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Features and Content

The Hal Leonard Guitar Method Second Edition is divided into three main
sections:
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1. Book 1: This section introduces the basics of guitar playing, including
note reading, chords, and strumming patterns.

2. Book 2: This section expands on the concepts introduced in Book 1
and covers more advanced techniques such as fingerpicking, scales,
and music theory.

3. Book 3: This section focuses on developing guitar soloing skills and
introduces various guitar styles, including rock, blues, and country.

Each book is further divided into modules, with each module covering a
specific topic or skill. The method features clear explanations, detailed
diagrams, and abundant musical examples. It is accompanied by an online
audio library that provides demonstration tracks and backing tracks for
practice.

Strengths

One of the key strengths of the Hal Leonard Guitar Method Second Edition
is its comprehensive coverage of guitar fundamentals. The method takes a
gradual and methodical approach, introducing new concepts and
techniques in a logical progression. This makes it suitable for beginners
who are just starting out on their guitar journey and for more experienced
players who want to improve their skills and develop a solid foundation.

Another strength of the method is its emphasis on practical application.
Each lesson includes exercises and songs that allow students to practice
and apply the techniques they have learned. The inclusion of backing
tracks in the online audio library is particularly helpful for developing timing
and rhythm skills.



The Hal Leonard Guitar Method Second Edition also stands out for its user-
friendly design. The layout is clear and easy to navigate, with ample use of
diagrams, photographs, and illustrations to support the written instructions.
The method is written in a conversational style, making it accessible and
engaging for learners of all ages and backgrounds.

Weaknesses

While the Hal Leonard Guitar Method Second Edition is a highly regarded
resource, it does have some weaknesses that should be considered.

One potential drawback is its sheer size. With three books and over 400
pages of content, the method can be overwhelming for beginners who are
looking for a more streamlined approach. Additionally, the method's focus
on traditional guitar techniques may not appeal to guitarists who are
interested in exploring more modern or unconventional styles.

Another potential weakness is the lack of emphasis on improvisation and
music theory. While the method does introduce some basic music theory
concepts, it does not go into great detail on this subject. This may be
limiting for guitarists who want to develop their musical creativity and
understanding.

Comparison to Other Guitar Methods

The Hal Leonard Guitar Method Second Edition is often compared to other
popular guitar methods such as the Alfred's Basic Guitar Method and the
Mel Bay Modern Guitar Method.

Alfred's Basic Guitar Method: This method is known for its user-friendly
approach and gradual progression. It is particularly suitable for younger



beginners or those with little to no musical experience. Compared to the
Hal Leonard Guitar Method, Alfred's Basic Guitar Method covers a slightly
narrower range of techniques and styles, but it provides a strong foundation
for developing basic guitar skills.

Mel Bay Modern Guitar Method: This method is renowned for its
comprehensive coverage of guitar techniques and music theory. It is often
used by more experienced guitarists or those who want to pursue a more
advanced understanding of the instrument. Compared to the Hal Leonard
Guitar Method, the Mel Bay Modern Guitar Method has a more traditional
approach and less emphasis on practical application.

The Hal Leonard Guitar Method Second Edition is a valuable resource for
guitarists of all levels who are looking for a comprehensive and structured
approach to learning the guitar. Its clear explanations, detailed diagrams,
and abundant musical examples make it suitable for self-directed learners
and for use in traditional guitar lessons. While the sheer size of the method
and its focus on traditional guitar techniques may be limiting for some, its
strengths far outweigh its weaknesses. If you are serious about learning the
guitar and developing a solid foundation, the Hal Leonard Guitar Method
Second Edition is a highly recommended choice.

Additional Insights

Here are some additional insights to help you make the most of the Hal
Leonard Guitar Method Second Edition:

Set realistic practice goals and stick to a regular practice schedule.

Take advantage of the online audio library and use the backing tracks
for practice.



Don't be afraid to experiment with the techniques you have learned.

Consider supplementing the method with other resources such as
online lessons or a private guitar teacher.

Most importantly, enjoy the learning process and have fun with the
guitar!

Whether you are a complete beginner or an experienced player looking to
enhance your skills, the Hal Leonard Guitar Method Second Edition is a
comprehensive and user-friendly resource that can help you achieve your
guitar playing goals.
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