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In an era characterized by both elegance and formality, George
Washington emerged as a beacon of civility and grace. His "Rules of
Civility & Decent Behaviour in Company and Conversation" are a testament
to his belief in the importance of respectful and courteous conduct. Crafted
during his formative years, these rules offer a timeless guide to navigating
social interactions with poise and propriety.

Origins and Influences

Washington's Rules of Civility were heavily influenced by the social norms
and etiquette of the 18th century. The concept of civility, derived from the
Latin "civilis," encompassed a wide range of behaviors considered
appropriate for individuals living in a civilized society. These included
politeness, deference to authority, and a general adherence to social
conventions.
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The rules themselves were likely inspired by a combination of sources,
including the writings of the English philosopher John Locke, the French
Jesuit priest François de Salignac de La Mothe-Fénelon, and the popular
courtesy manuals of the time. These works emphasized the importance of
virtue, self-control, and the cultivation of good manners.

Principles of Civility

Washington's Rules of Civility are a comprehensive set of 110 maxims that
cover a wide range of social situations. They can be broadly categorized
into principles of:

Respect: Treating others with dignity and consideration, regardless of
their social status.

Politeness: Using appropriate language and gestures, and avoiding
rudeness or vulgarity.

Modesty: Avoiding arrogance, bragging, or drawing attention to
oneself.

Conversation: Engaging in civil and respectful dialogue, listening
attentively and contributing thoughtfully.

Behavior in Company: Observing proper etiquette in social settings,
such as dining and dancing.

Legacy and Impact

George Washington's Rules of Civility have had a profound impact on
American culture and etiquette. They were widely circulated in the 18th and
19th centuries, serving as a guidebook for proper behavior for both men
and women.



The rules' emphasis on respect, politeness, and self-control resonated with
Americans, who saw in them a reflection of their own values. They helped
to shape the nation's social norms and contributed to the development of a
civil and orderly society.

While some of the specific rules may seem outdated today, the underlying
principles of civility remain timeless. They continue to be taught in schools
and etiquette classes, and they serve as a reminder of the importance of
treating others with respect and dignity.

Character and Leadership

Beyond their practical value, Washington's Rules of Civility offer insights
into the character of the man who wrote them. They reveal a leader who
valued politeness, self-discipline, and a commitment to treating others with
fairness and respect.

These qualities were evident throughout Washington's life, from his military
service to his presidency. He believed that civility was not merely a matter
of superficial manners, but a reflection of one's inner character.

In his farewell address to the nation, Washington urged Americans to
cultivate "habits of order, industry, and economy; and by courage,
discipline, and a prudent and well-regulated spirit to overcome all the evils,
which threaten either our liberty or prosperity."

The Rules of Civility are a testament to Washington's own commitment to
these values. They serve as a reminder of the importance of civility in our
own lives, and they continue to inspire us to strive for a more just and
harmonious society.



George Washington's Rules of Civility are a timeless guide to graceful
conduct and respectful behavior. They reflect the values and aspirations of
a nation in its formative years, and they continue to resonate with us today.

By embracing the principles of civility, we can create a more civil and
respectful society, where everyone is treated with dignity and respect.

Let us strive to emulate the example set by George Washington, who
believed that true civility is not simply a matter of following rules, but a
reflection of the heart and soul.
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