
From Daredevil Acrobatics to Spectacle
Pantomime: Theater in the American Circus,
1833-1931
The American circus has long been a popular form of entertainment, and its
origins can be traced back to the early 19th century. In the early days,
circuses were little more than traveling troupes of acrobats, jugglers, and
other performers. However, as the 19th century progressed, circuses
began to incorporate more and more theatrical elements into their
performances. This led to the development of a unique form of theater that
was unlike anything else that had been seen before.
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One of the key figures in the development of circus theater was John Bill
Ricketts. Ricketts was a former acrobat who began producing his own
circuses in the 1830s. Ricketts' circuses were known for their elaborate
productions, which featured a wide variety of performers, including
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acrobats, clowns, and jugglers. Ricketts also introduced a number of new
innovations to the circus, such as the use of a three-ring format and the of
animal acts.

Another important figure in the development of circus theater was P.T.
Barnum. Barnum was a showman who was known for his ability to promote
and market his attractions. Barnum's circuses were some of the most
popular in the world, and they featured a wide variety of performers,
including acrobats, clowns, and animals. Barnum also introduced a number
of new innovations to the circus, such as the use of a big top tent and the of
a sideshow.

By the late 19th century, circus theater had become a major form of
entertainment in the United States. Circuses were touring the country, and
they were playing to packed houses. Circus theaters were also becoming
more elaborate, and they were featuring more and more performers and
animals.

The early 20th century saw the continued growth of circus theater. New
circuses were being formed, and existing circuses were expanding their
operations. The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus was one of the
most popular circuses in the world, and it featured a wide variety of
performers and animals. The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus
also introduced a number of new innovations to the circus, such as the use
of a traveling tent and the of a motorized circus train.

In the 1920s, circus theater began to decline in popularity. This was due in
part to the rise of motion pictures and radio. Motion pictures and radio
provided a more convenient and affordable form of entertainment, and they



began to draw audiences away from circuses. The Great Depression also
had a negative impact on the circus industry as disposable income
decreased.

By the 1930s, circus theater was a shadow of its former self. Many circuses
had closed down, and those that remained were struggling to survive. The
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus was one of the few circuses
that managed to survive the Depression. The Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey Circus continued to tour the country, but it never regained its former
popularity.

In the 1950s, the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus merged with
the Clyde Beatty Circus. The new circus was known as the Ringling Bros.
and Barnum & Bailey Combined Shows. The Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey Combined Shows continued to tour the country, but it never regained
its former popularity. The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Combined
Shows closed down in 2017.

The American circus has a long and colorful history. Circus theater was
once a major form of entertainment in the United States, but it has since
declined in popularity. However, the legacy of circus theater lives on in the
many circuses that continue to tour the country.

Circus theater was a unique form of entertainment that combined
acrobatics, pantomime, and spectacle. It was a popular form of
entertainment in the United States for over a century, but it has since
declined in popularity. However, the legacy of circus theater lives on in the
many circuses that continue to tour the country.
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