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Football is a religion in Florida. The state is home to some of the most
passionate college football fans in the country, and the sport has a long and
storied history in the Sunshine State.

But in recent years, college football in Florida has been in decline. The
state's two flagship universities, Florida and Florida State, have both
struggled on the field, and attendance at games has dwindled.

The decline of college football in Florida is a symptom of a larger problem
in college sports. The commercialization of the sport has led to a focus on
money and winning at all costs. The soul of college sports has been lost,
and it is time to find it again.

The Golden Age of Florida Football
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The golden age of Florida football began in the 1990s. The Gators won
their first national championship in 1996, and they followed that up with
another title in 2006. During this time, Florida was one of the most
dominant teams in the country, and their games were always packed with
fans.

The Seminoles were also a force to be reckoned with during this time. They
won the national championship in 1993 and 1999, and they were
consistently ranked among the top teams in the country.

The success of Florida and Florida State helped to make college football a
statewide phenomenon in Florida. Fans from all over the state would flock
to Gainesville or Tallahassee to see their favorite teams play.

The Decline of Florida Football

The decline of Florida football began in the early 2000s. The Gators
struggled to maintain their success after Urban Meyer left in 2005, and the
Seminoles have not won a national championship since 2013.

Attendance at games has also declined in recent years. The Gators have
averaged less than 80,000 fans per game since 2010, and the Seminoles
have averaged less than 60,000 fans per game since 2014.

The decline of Florida football is due to a number of factors, including the
rise of other sports, the changing demographics of the state, and the
commercialization of the sport.

The Rise of Other Sports



The rise of other sports has been a major factor in the decline of college
football in Florida. In recent years, the state has become a hotbed for
soccer, baseball, and basketball. These sports offer fans a more affordable
and family-friendly alternative to college football.

The changing demographics of the state have also played a role in the
decline of college football. The state's population is becoming more
diverse, and many new residents are not as interested in college football as
the state's traditional fan base.

The Commercialization of College Sports
The commercialization of college sports has also contributed to the decline
of Florida football. The sport has become increasingly focused on money
and winning at all costs. This has led to a number of problems, including:

= The increasing cost of attending games

= The pressure on players to win

= The erosion of the student-athlete experience

The commercialization of college sports has also made it more difficult for
schools to compete with each other. The rich schools have become even

richer, and the poor schools have become even poorer. This has led to a

widening gap between the haves and have-nots in college sports.

The Lost Soul of College Sports

The decline of Florida football is a symptom of a larger problem in college
sports. The soul of the sport has been lost, and it is time to find it again.



College sports should be about more than just winning and losing. It should
be about education, community, and personal growth. It should be about
helping student-athletes reach their full potential, both on and off the field.

We need to find a way to bring the soul back to college sports. We need to
make the games more affordable, less stressful, and more family-friendly.
We need to put the focus back on the student-athletes and the experience
they are having.

It is time to find the lost soul of college sports.

Football is a great sport, but it has lost its way in recent years. The decline
of Florida football is a symptom of a larger problem in college sports. The
soul of the sport has been lost, and it is time to find it again.

We need to make college sports more affordable, less stressful, and more
family-friendly. We need to put the focus back on the student-athletes and
the experience they are having.

It is time to find the lost soul of college sports.
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